A social mandate: APN leadership for the whole policy process.
Advanced practice nurses (APNs) have a societal mandate to shape public policy. Thus nurses must be knowledgeable about the entire process of developing public policy, not just the legislative aspect. The policy process encompasses agenda setting; government response in the form of laws, regulations, and programs; and the design, implementation, and evaluation of policies and programs. The education and experience of APNs can provide innovative responses to a wide array of health-related problems.